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BOOK NOTICES

Howe et al.: Parallels and Convergences: Mormon Thought and Engineering Vision
Within These Prison Walls: Lorenzo Church Chronology and Latter-day Saint
Snow’s Record Book, 1886–1897, edited Biographical Encyclopedia and Frank
by Andrew H. Hedges and Richard Esshom’s Pioneers and Prominent Men
Neitzel Holzapfel (Provo, Utah: Reli- of Utah.
gious Studies Center, Brigham Young
While in prison, President Snow
wrote to his family and others, benUniversity, 2010).
efiting them with his encouragement.
Andrew H. Hedges, historian and edi- While writing to his daughter Lydia
tor for the Joseph Smith Papers Project, Snow Pierce, he expressed the feeling
and Richard Neitzel Holzapfel, profes- that he had a mission to cheer others,
sor of Church history and doctrine at especially those imprisoned with him:
Brigham Young University, present in
I feel content and happy too
this volume a window to the thoughts
In that my Master’s work I do
and feelings of Lorenzo Snow during
In coming here within these walls
a particularly challenging time in his
To help, to cheer, and comfort all. (10)
life. This record book contains some
This work will be of interest to Latter-
of his writings while he was in prison,
having been convicted of three counts day Saints, as well as to historians studyof unlawful cohabitation. Although a ing this period. Snow’s writings provide
prison diary written by a polygamist of greater understanding of his personalthis time period is not unusual, Snow’s ity, his tender feelings for his family, and
record book is particularly interest- his testimony of the work of the Lord,
ing because he was an Apostle of The regardless of the challenges he faced.
—Jill N. Crandell
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints at the time of his conviction. It is
also unique because these writings are
Parallels and Convergences: Mormon
almost entirely in verse.
Within These Prison Walls begins Thought and Engineering Vision, edited
with an introduction providing back- by A. Scott Howe and Richard L. Bushground information on Lorenzo Snow’s man (Draper, Utah: Greg Kofford
life, as well as the history of antipolyg- Books, 2012).
amy laws. This summary of the conflict
that existed between the Mormons in The essays contained in this text grew
Utah and the U.S. government is par- from an initial discussion between
ticularly helpful for those who are not Richard L. Bushman and NASA engifamiliar with the details of that struggle. neer A. Scott Howe, a discussion that
The second section is a transcription delved into the ways theology and engiof the actual record book, including neering converge. That conversation led
images of many pages. Although the to a subsequent meeting, which was
handwriting belongs to Rudger Clawson, held at Claremont Graduate University
the images share the feel of the original in March 2009. There, LDS engineers
book and demonstrate the quality of the from a variety of technical backgrounds
transcription. The third and final sec- representing such fields as computer
tion of the book provides biographical programming, physics, and artificial
information on most of the individuals intelligence presented their views relatmentioned in the record book. These ing to modern scripture and its hardetails are mostly drawn from biograph- mony with science. Though at times the
ical collections, such as Andrew Jenson’s language contains some technical terms,
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the articles provide insight into general such topics as the postulate that God is
areas of faith that are also inviting to the the perfect engineer who works within
nontechnical reader.
existing natural law. A treatment on
The introduction by Terryl L. Giv- transhumanism is included, which
ens is both informative and master- touches on our future in a world of
fully written and outlines the contrasts expansive technology and our capabilibetween traditional Christianity and ties in a millennial era. Finally, a discusthe revelations in our time. While tra- sion of morality, armed with a scientific
ditional theology focuses on the time view, is presented in terms of decision
between the Fall and the Redemption, trees and the entropy of the universe.
Mormon theology stretches beyond The question is presented and explored,
the Creation and extends after the Res- “With such risks and opportunities at
urrection of Christ. Givens touches hand, what shall we do?”
The final section deals with views
on modern-day teachings, including
the ideas espoused by Parley P. Pratt concerning the evolution of the earth
and by the Prophet Joseph Smith in into a millennial state and how that evohis well-known King Follet discourse. lution relates to the earthly experience
Givens beautifully expands upon the God has designed for us. The concept
limited views of traditional Christian that the earth is a living organism proorthodoxy to the new understanding gressing toward a paradisiacal state is
revealed in this dispensation by the explored, as is our role as agents in that
Prophet Joseph Smith—truths about evolution. The possibilities of divine
divinity, the human soul, and our eter- inspiration in the space program are
nal potential.
pondered, including such issues as the
The remainder of the book is orga- existence of life on other planets.
nized into three sections of essays:
The final essay welcomes us into the
(1) Parallels in Mormon Thought: twenty-first century with a brief sumPhysics and Engineering; (2) Parallels mary of the breathtaking advances of
in Mormon Thought: Philosophy and the past fifty years and the directions
Engineering; and (3) Parallels in Mor- and trends of current technology; it
mon Thought: Practice and Engineering. then points out the challenges we face
The first section ponders the possi- in the future. The essay concludes with
bilities for convergence between mod- the revealed thoughts on the law of proern revelations and theological models gression, not only during the millennial
describing the essence of spirit. The period but throughout eternity: “‘We
essays examine the subject in terms of believe all that God has revealed, all
spirit as matter, spirit bodies, the locality that He does now reveal, and we believe
of spirits, and the interaction of physical that He will yet reveal many great and
and spiritual realms. The idea of light important things pertaining to the Kingas the equivalent of spirit, as well as the dom of God,’ states the Ninth Article of
idea of truth as light, is given thought- Faith. This language is strikingly similar
ful and faithful consideration. Aspects to the definition of the idea of progress
of materialism, Mormon thought, and as given by Robert Nisbet: ‘Mankind
free will are presented, including paral- has advanced in the past, . . . is now
lels to the modern technical world.
advancing, and will continue to advance
The second section focuses on engi- through the foreseeable future’” (171).
neering and philosophy, pondering
—Douglas M. Chabries
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